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Malaria was once a significant public health issue in Sri Lanka in past decades and due to 
sustained efforts in malaria control, the country has now been able eliminate indigenous 
transmission of the disease. The elimination of malaria in Sri Lanka is attributed to a 
combination of factors, including effective vector control measures, prompt diagnosis and 
treatment, and strong political commitment to eliminating the disease. Sri Lanka is currently in 
the malaria elimination and prevention of re-introduction phase. 

However, the progressively high number of imported cases of malaria has been reported during 
the last decade, and the risk of reintroduction of Malaria is becoming high. 
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es Kumara 

Hence, you are kindly requested to bring the contents of the attached internal circular to the 
attention of the clinical staff and other relevant healthcare personnel of your institution. This is 
referring to the General Circular No: 02-112/2014 issued by the Director General Health 
Service, Ministry of Health on 18.08.2014. 

PO. Box 84, Health Complex 

Negambo Road. 

Please ensure that antimalarial drugs are always available in the medical institution. 
Antimalarials can be obtained from the Regional Malaria Officers at Kurunegala, Maho and 
Puttalam, Regional Anti Malaria Unit, Provincial Health Complex, Negombo Road, Kurunegala. 
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Kurunegala 60000 

Provincial Director of Hcalth Services 
North Western Province 

Kurunegala. 

Web: www.healthdept.nw.gov,Ik 

E-Mail: infoahealthdept.nw.gov.Ik 
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01. Secretary, Ministry of Health, Colombo 
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03. Additional Secretary (Public Health Services), Ministry of Health, Colombo 
04. Deputy Directors of General of Health Services, Ministry of Health, Colombo 
05. Regional Malaria Officers -Kurunegala, Maho, Puttalam 
06. Regional Epidemiologists - Kurunegala, Puttalam 
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Annex I. Severe malaria  

Definition of Severe malaria  

Severe malaria is defined by clinical or laboratory evidence of vital organ dysfunction (WHO, 
2012). In a patient with P. falciparum asexual parasitaemia and no other obvious cause of 
symptoms, the presence of one or more clinical or laboratory features classifies the patient as 
suffering from severe malaria.  
  

Clinical features of severe malaria  

▪ impaired consciousness (including unarousable coma);  

▪ prostration, i.e. generalized weakness so that the patient is unable to walk sit up without 

assistance;  

▪ multiple convulsions-more than two episodes in 24h;  

▪ deep breathing, respiratory distress (acidotic breathing);  

▪ acute pulmonary oedema and acute respiratory distress syndrome;  

▪ circulatory collapse or shock, systolic blood pressure <80 mm Hg in adults and < 50 mm Hg in 

children;  

▪ acute kidney injury;  

▪ clinical jaundice plus evidence of vital organ dysfunction; and  

▪ abnormal bleeding  

  

Laboratory findings  

▪ hyperparasitaemia   

▪ hypoglycaemia (blood glucose <2.2 mmol/l or <40mg/dl);  

▪ metabolic acidosis (plasma bicarbonate < 15 mmol/l);  

▪ severe normocytic anaemia (In children: Hb <5g/dl, packed cell volume <15%. In adults: 

Hb<7g/dl, packed cell volume, PCV< 20%)  

▪ haemoglobinuria;  

▪ hyperlactataemia (lactate > 5 mmol/l);  

▪ renal impairment (serum creatinine> 265 µmol/l);  

▪ pulmonary oedema (radiological)  

  

  

  

  
Reference:   

General Circular No: 02-112/2014, Ministry of Health, Colombo 

WHO, 2012, Management of severe malaria, A practical handbook, 3rd Ed., World Health Organization  
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Annex II. Countries where malaria transmission occurs.  
  
Afghanistan  Dominican Republic  Madagascar  Saudi  Arabia  
Angola  Ecuador  Malawi  Senegal  
Bangladesh  Equatorial Guinea  Malaysia  Sierra Leone  
Belize  Eritrea  Mali  Solomon Islands  
Benin  Ethiopia  Mauritania   Somalia  
Bhutan  French Guiana  Mayotte  South Africa  
Bolivia  Gabon  Mozambique  Sudan  
Botswana  Gambia  Myanmar  Swaziland  
Brazil  Ghana  Mexico  Suriname  
Burkina Faso  Guatemala  Namibia  Thailand   
Burundi  Guinea  Niger  Timor Leste  
Cambodia  Guinea- Bissau  Nigeria  Togo  
Cameroon  Guyana  Nepal  Tajikistan  
Central African Rep.  Haiti  Nicaragua  Turkey  
Chad  Honduras  Pakistan  Uganda  
China  India  Panama  Tanzania  
Colombia  Indonesia  Papua New Guinea  Vanuatu  
Comoros  Iran   Peru  Vietnam  
Congo  Iraq  Philippines  Venezuela  
Costa Rica  Kenya  Paraguay  Yemen Socotra Island  
Cote d’Ivoire  Lao PDR  Rwanda  Zambia  
Djibouti  Liberia  Sao Tome & Principe  Zimbabwe  

  

Note:  There are some other countries with very limited malaria risk. For more details please refer International 
Travel and Health-2012 at http://www.who.int/ith/chapters/ith2012en_countrylist.pdf  

 Telephone numbers related to Anti Malaria Campaign  

 Anti Malaria Campaign Headquarters:   Tele:  (011) 2588408, (011) 2368173  
(011) 2368174  
(011) 7626626 (hotline)  

   e-mail:  antimalariacampaignsl@gmail.com  

   Website:  www.malariacampaign.gov.lk  

Regional Malaria Offices       

  Ampara  (063) 2223464  Kandy    (081) 2210687  Monaragala  (055) 2276698  
  Anuradhapura  (025) 2221844  Kegalle   (035) 2222549  Mullaitivu  (024) 3248341  
  Badulla  (055) 2226018  Kilinochchi   (024) 3247236  Polonnaruwa  (027) 2226018  
  Batticaloa  (065) 2222931  Kurunegala   (037) 2222193  Puttalam  (032) 2265319  
  Hambanthota  (047) 2220135  Maho   (037) 2275254  Ratnapura  (047) 2230301  
  Jaffna  (021) 2227924  Mannar   (023) 2222326  Trincomalee  (026) 2222584  
  Kalmunai  (067) 2220206  Matale   (066) 2222295  Vavuniya  (024) 2222954  
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